
developing a SYHA stay at one 

of the Scottish Islands as a small 

group to a prepared itinerary. 

Plans are well developed and it 

is hoped that further announce-

ments will be made over the 

coming months. So keep watch-

ing the web site for updates. 

The new web site is finally up 

and running and we are now 

checking the various pages and 

sections. Some sections may 

not yet be live but these will be 

very soon. One item that clubs 

can help with is in checking their 

details and contacts under the 

club page. If you find incorrect 

information, please have your 

secretary inform the GDPU sec-

retary for updating. 

We hope that the web site will 

become the main means of com-

munication with the clubs as it is 

intended that all paperwork will 

be available as downloads for 

clubs to keep up to date. We 

would also ask clubs to offer 

their suggestions as to what they 

would like to see on the web 

site, after all it’s for you the club 

members that its aimed at. 

The GDPU is working hard to 

bring you the best in photogra-

phy, we are constantly looking 

for ways to help not only the 

clubs but their members, so feel 

free to ask and talk to the 

GDPU, and we are a listening 

organisation. It is your organisa-

tion, what do you want it to be? 

May I take this opportunity to 

wish each of you a good season; 

I hope that you will enjoy your 

photography and that your skills 

and abilities will improve and 

above all, remember it’s a 

hobby, so enjoy! 

President GDPU 

As we are about to start the 

2008 / 2009 season, I on behalf 

of the GDPU hope that clubs and 

their members will be fully re-

charged for the season ahead. 

The GDPU committee has been 

working during the summer to 

update its paperwork and de-

velop an exciting programme of 

activities for the clubs that in-

cludes the core traditional 

events. 

This year sees the new Image 

league starting. This will be a 

trying time for both clubs and 

judges, but we are confident that 

both will rise to the challenge and 

as we progress through the year, 

we will all have learned how to 

handle this form of competition. 

During this inaugural year, the 

GDPU will try and help clubs by 

providing advice and clarification 

when necessary. If you have any 

questions or just want to talk 

about the new format, contact 

the GDPU through the web site. 

The traditional GDPU competi-

tions are still there and we hope 

that clubs and their member’s will 

embrace them to show their own 

members and the public what 

can be done by amateur photog-

raphers in the central belt of 

Scotland. We will be trying to 

have the Print Exhibition run for 

two weeks again, so this is an 

excellent opportunity for clubs to 

have an exhibition of their work 

to the largest public audience 

anywhere in the UK 

The GDPU has upgraded its 

Digital Exhibition and is now BPE 

affiliated which has resulted in a 

new format, rules and timing. 

The competition will run in June 

2009, so plenty of time to get 

those award winning entries 

made. This next competition will 

have photographers from all over 

the UK entering so competition 

will be stiff, but we are confident 

that our own Scottish photogra-

phers will do us proud. We will 

also be using the latest DI Centra 

Competition software with en-

hancements incorporated at the 

request of the GDPU to improve 

its handling of national and inter-

national competitions. 

In this respect the GDPU is work-

ing with other bodies and indi-

viduals to try and develop and 

improve amateur photography for 

its member clubs and individuals 

in general. 

In 2009 we will be running a 

workshop day with an exciting 

line up. This will be run at New 

Lanark Heritage Village on Sun-

day 19 April and will be more 

practical and hands on than any 

previous workshop. Watch the 

web site for updates as this de-

velops. 

We will also be running a Judges 

Workshop for all budding judges, 

once we have finalised a venue, 

we will be sending out flyers and 

application forms. 

One area where the GDPU is 

making major developments is in 

its weekend breaks. For 2009 we 

will be visiting Torridon and 

Skye. Whilst these will follow 

past set ups, we are actively 
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The GDPU is pleased to       

announce that the Digital Exhi-

bition has gained BPE National 

Exhibition status (British Pho-

tographic Exhibitions). 

The 2009 Digital Exhibition will 

be the first competition run  

under the BPE accreditation. 

The BPE was setup to encour-

age photographers to enter 

exhibitions and for members to 

share ideas, promote each 

others exhibitions and work 

together to promote competi-

tive photography. 

There are thirteen other Na-

tional Exhibitions who also are 

linked via the BPE, details of 

these can be found on the 

BPE Web Site www.bpe.uk.net 

Digital Exhibition submissions 

open Mon. 2 March and close 

Sat. 9 May 2009. Selection is 

on Sun. 31 May, with Notifica-

tions from 30 June. See 

www.gdpudigital.org for latest. 

BPE Crown Awards and Dis-

tinctions: National Exhibitions 

that are members of the BPE 

offer a Crown Award system 

designed to enable successful 

exhibition photographers to 

gain additional recognition for 

their entries to those National 

Exhibitions. 

Childs. The emphasis is on 

making this a practical, hands 

on, day covering a variety of 

topics.  Details of other pre-

A workshop for photographers 

will be held at New Lanark on 

Sunday, 19th April 2009.  The 

principle tutor will be Richard 

senters will be available soon 

as will details of the topics of 

the day and costs. 

GDPU Digital Exhibition gains BPE Accreditation 

Photography Day, New Lanark 

GDPU SYHA Weekend Dates & Locations for 2009 

North West Scotland. 

From Friday 27 February to 

Monday 2 March. Cost: £40 

Autumn 2009, Skye: This 

magical island of ever chang-

ing light provides the keen 

photographer with ample op-

portunity to capture some of 

the islands special magic. 

Staying at Uig Youth Hostel 

gives you the opportunity to 

explore various parts of the 

Island at your own pace. 

From Friday 30 October to 

Monday 2 November. Cost is  

£40. Book early to avoid disap-

pointment. 

The Autumn 2008 Weekend 

will be from Friday October 31 

for 3 nights at the Braemar 

Youth Hostel.  

The 2009 YH Weekends are 

planned for Torridon and Skye. 

Spring 2009, Torridon: This 

region is amongst the most 

spectacular in Britain. Nestling 

at the foot of Liathach, the 

hostel is within easy travel to 

Loch Maree, Loch Torridon 

and other spectacular areas of 
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Very Atmospheric shot from a GDPU 

Club Member 

Image from the GDPU 2008 Digital Salon  

Braemar Highlights: 

Braemar Castle 

Balmoral Castle 

Highland Heritage Centre 

Cairngorms National 

Park 

Loch Muick  

Royal Lochnagar 

Distillery  Image from a GDPU Club Member, 

Accepted in GDPU Digital Exhibition 

welcome him back in 2009 for 

another entertaining and infor-

mative day - part of the Digital 

Exhibition weekend 

David Rowley, one of the UK’s 

best-known Photoshop work-

ers, is no stranger to the west 

of Scotland and the GDPU 

The venue is Queen’s  Park CC, 

on Saturday 30 May, with  a  fee 

of £18 for GDPU club members 

and £20 for visitors.  

A Day with David Rowley 

ticipating clubs to compete 

against each other on a league 

basis, culminating in the Top 6 

clubs competing in the final.  

Good luck to all the clubs that 

are participating in the 2009 

Image League. This projected 

image competition allows par-

The Image League Final is due 

to be held Thursday 9 April, 

East Kilbride Arts Centre. 

Image League 

The Eyes have it … Image by GDPU 

Club Member: “Mask”, Venice 2007 

This Season Enter your Images 

for the 2009 Digital Exhibition  

Who would be a Judge?  

You? Yes!  

See next page ...  



The GDPU is a Scottish photo-

graphic organisation with a 

history spanning over 50 

years. Over that time the 

GDPU has evolved into a pro-

gressive organisation promot-

ing the highest standards of 

photography within clubs whilst 

striving to serve the needs of 

the individual. 

Photography is about vision, 

the vision to not only see a 

photograph but to interpret and 

record what we see into an 

image that can be enjoyed by 

all. To promote this concept 

and photography in general, 

the GDPU organises events 

such as competitions, exhibi-

tions, workshops and practical 

photography activities. These 

events are intended to provide 

clubs and individuals with a 

means to add to their portfolio, 

improve their photographic 

standards, and show their 

work to a wider population. 

For the latest information on 

forthcoming events, dates and 

locations, please see the 

GDPU Web Site.  

Also as a service to affiliated 

clubs and club members, if you 

know of any events or activi-

ties that you think may be of 

interest to other camera clubs 

then please contact the GDPU 

via the Contact Page. 

The hand in date for the Club 

Print Exhibition and Individual 

Salon entries is Monday 12 

January - Delegates Meeting. 

The judging will be on Sunday 

Following the resounding suc-

cess of 2008 the 2009 GDPU 

Print Exhibition will once again 

be held in Princess Square, 

Glasgow around the February / 

March timeframe. 

1 February in Netherton Com-

munity Centre, Wishaw.  

Events and Activities 

Print Exhibition, Princess Square 

GDPU Delegates Meetings 
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Classic shot of Venice from a GDPU 

Club Member 

Image from the GDPU 2008 Digital Salon  

Delegates Meetings: 

Monday 13 October 

Monday 12 January  

Monday 9 March 

 

Annual General Meeting: 

Tuesday 14 April 

Well if you have thought about 

it why not sign up for the 

Judges Course that the GDPU 

Everybody's favorite individual 

on competition night but who 

would be a judge? You?  

is running in January  2009  

See Web site for details. 

Judges Course, January 2009 
Who would be a Judge ?!  

Here is your opportunity.  

13 October, at first Delegates 

Meeting. 

Hand in date for the John 

Duffy Print Portfolio is Monday 

The club schedule has been 

provided to individual clubs. 

John Duffy Print Portfolio 

GDPU Delegates Meeting and AGM 

Please ensure that your club is represented at these meeting, noting also the John Duffy and Print 

Exhibition Hand In dates. 

This Season Enter your Images 

for the 2009 Print Exhibition  

You are all welcome to come to 

the Judging Event  

See Web Site for  competition 

Rules and Entry Forms.  

GDPU Meetings: Diary Date: Location:

Delegates Meeting 1 Monday 13 October 2008 Glasgow Metropolitan College

Delegates Meeting 2 Monday 12 January 2009 Glasgow Metropolitan College

Delegates Meeting 3 Monday 9 March 2008 Glasgow Metropolitan College

Annual General Meeting Tuesday 14 April 2009 East Kilbride Arts Centre

Note: Hand In date for Print Exhibition and Salon

Note: Hand In date for John Duffy Portfolio

** Please Check WEB Site for latest 

on meeting dates and locations 



or wildlife. Look for detail, go in 

close and isolate detail. Use a 

wide aperture  with a long lens 

to make the main subject jump 

out of the frame. 

Newsletter published by:  

Glasgow District Photography Union 

 

Image from a GDPU Club Member 
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The GDPU organises events such as competitions, exhibitions, and workshops. These events are 

open to all affiliated clubs and their members, and active participation is encouraged to ensure the 

continued success of these events.  

One essential element for success of these events is that the contact details that the GDPU has for 

your club are correct and up to date. Please advise of any changes or corrections that may be needed. 

Another essential element for success is that affiliated club members are aware of these events. 

Please ensure that the information contained in this Newsletter is passed on to your membership. 

If your club is a regular participant in the Image League, John Duffy Portfolio, Print Exhibition, and/or 

the Digital Exhibition, many thanks and we look forward to your continued support for these events. If 

your club has not previously done so, why not give is a go in the 2008/09 Season. 

Did you know that the GDPU also offers affiliated clubs services such as judges and lecturers lists, 

and the hire of equipment including exhibition boards and a digital projector. 

If you wish to update any information about you or your club contained in this web site, or simply want 

to discuss how the GDPU can benefit you, please contact the GDPU through its contact page 
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GDPU on the WEB: 

WWW.GDPU.CO.UK 

Call to Action, All Clubs : Please update your club contact information - check out the WEB site 

and advise the GDPU of any detail that needs updated or corrected. 

Top Photography Tips 

used to shoot a particular sub-

ject with a film camera, then to 

shoot under the same condi-

tions with a digital camera 

would require a shutter speed 

of 1/1500 sec.  

Wildlife / Nature shots: 

Keep the background simple. 

When things are changing 

rapidly, do not waste a time by 

looking at taken images. Use a 

wide angle lens with a low 

viewpoint to capture plants in 

their habitat. Wear wellingtons  

to get close up to water plants 

Sports / Action shots: 

When shooting sport or other 

fast moving subjects, some 

professional photographers 

have noticed that with digital 

cameras you may need to 

increase the shutter speed 

over film cameras by up to 1½ 

times. Normally a minimum 

shutter speed of 1/lens focal 

length was selected when 

shooting a subject with a film 

camera and then adjusted to 

suit the particular subject being 

taken. If say a 1 /500 sec. was 

Articles Wanted: 

Would you like to see 

something about your club 

feature in a future GDPU 

Newsletter? 

If you would like to submit 

an article or publicise an 

event then submit via the 

Publicity Contact - see the 

Web site for details. 

Suggestions and feedback 

also welcomed. 

The GDPU trusts that you found this Newsletter useful and informative. If any member wishes a 

personal copy, please request via the Publicity Contact link on the Web Site Contact Page. 

Competition, Events, News, 

Galleries, Services, Diary, 

Contact, and other useful links. 

You will find all the latest 

news, events and activities, 

The GDPU Web site is being 

completely revamped and a 

new site is “Under Construc-

tion”.  

Check out the content: Clubs, 

competition rules and entry 

forms. Plus there is (will be) a 

gallery of members work.  

Inputs and suggestions are 

welcomed. 

GDPU Web Site, Under Construction 

Atmospheric image from a GDPU 

Club Member. 


